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Hello, fellow notaries and LNA members! It has 
been my pleasure to serve as editor for this 
year’s edition of Signed & Sealed. I look forward 
to receiving my copy of the journal in the mail 
each year, so I was overjoyed to have the oppor-
tunity to put this issue together. It has been such 
a fun experience working on this edition and re-
vamping our publication design. My goal was to 
bring a fresh, new look to Signed & Sealed but to 
continue the LNA’s tradition of providing interest-
ing and insightful articles on topics of interest and 
importance to our readers. I truly hope that I have 
accomplished that goal and that you enjoy this 
edition!  

Inside, you will find articles on specific topics of 
interest, such as advanced directives and proper-
ty ownership, as well as updates on the legisla-
tive session and the association’s events and ac-
tivities throughout the year. This edition also fea-
tures articles by our 2018 and 2019 Convention 
Scholarship winners, among other great articles. 

I want to thank all of our contributors and every-
one who helped to bring this new edition to life! 
We could not have done it without your invalua-
ble help and knowledge throughout this process. 

I also hope to see everyone at this year’s Annual 
Meeting and Convention in Baton Rouge! Our 
theme this year is Sealed in History and will focus 
on the history of the office of notary public in our 
state and country, as well as across the world. 
You don’t want to miss it! 

Samantha L. Bloemer 

earned her statewide no-

tarial commission in 2012, 

after beginning her career 

in the legal field in 2010. 

Sam graduated from 

Southeastern Louisiana 

University in 2011 with a  

degree in Creative Writing and thereafter went on 

to work as a paralegal for Peragine Law Firm in 

Covington, Louisiana. Sam now owns and operates 

Covington Title, LLC, a full service real estate clos-

ing, settlement, and title insurance agency, and 

Magnolia Notary, LLC, a notarial practice focusing 

on last wills, mandates, and general notarial work. 

Sam is a National Notary Association Certified 

Signing Agent, and she is a member of the Louisi-

ana Notary Association, where she serves as a 

notary educator, 2019 Vice President of the Board 

of Directors, and the Northshore Shop Talk Coordi-

nator. In her free time, Sam enjoys reading, pho-

tography, and going on adventures with her beagle, 

Wolfie, greyhound, Harley, and catahoula, Joey. 
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By Darryl LeJeune, 2019 

LNA President 

As a member of the association’s management 

team for the past eight years, I have been proud 

to serve with a group of highly skilled, motivated 

and dedicated people who have made sincere 

efforts to grow this association and help meet 

the needs of the membership in an ever-

changing business and legislative environment. 

As you may know, the LNA has had significant 

challenges in the past few years, successfully 

fighting legislative bills that were designed to ei-

ther reduce testing requirements or limit the 

powers of the Louisiana civil law notary. The fu-

ture is likely to get more complex, with a push by 

business groups to create a second-class notary 

in Louisiana (equivalent to a common law notary 

in other states), along with the possibility of re-

mote notarization. In addition, there is growing 

support by the Louisiana notary community to 

establish standards for continuing education and 

create legislation that would require a minimum 

number of hours to maintain an active commis-

sion status. To meet these potential challenges, 

the LNA is going to need more highly skilled, 

motivated and dedicated people who want to 

contribute to the organization’s future. Quite 

simply, we need more manpower to get the job 

done. 

For our newer members or those not familiar 

with the structure of our organization, the Louisi-

ana Notary Association, established in 1993, is a 

501(c)(3) Non-Profit Educational Corporation 

organized to promote educational opportunities 

to commissioned Louisiana Notaries Public and 

to foster preservation of 200+ years of Civil Law 

tradition set forth in the Louisiana Civil Code. 

The association is managed by Postlethwaite 

and Netterville Association Management, which 

provides Accounting services along with a dedi-

cated Association Coordinator who handles the 

day to day operational needs of the LNA. Our 

nine-member Board of Directors, elected by the 

membership, and members of our committees 

serve the association as non-paid volunteers.  

Since its inception, the LNA has relied heavily 

on volunteer participation to provide leadership, 

ideas and manpower to develop and maintain 

member benefit offerings such as educational 

courses, publications, events (including our an-

nual convention), Shop Talks and other network-

ing opportunities. Our office staff provides sup-

port services for the organization but it is our 

member volunteers that drive the direction of the 

association and develop the services and bene-

fits you enjoy today as an LNA member.  

We have made great strides in recent years in 

improving our benefit offerings to you, our mem-

ber, but we need more volunteer participation to 

move our association to the next level.  
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In short – we need YOU – your talents, your 

skills, your experience – to help us grow and 

face the challenges ahead. 

To help meet our recruitment needs we have 

launched a new Volunteer page on our website 

to assist us in matching member interests with 

the needs of our committees. The Volunteer 

page provides detailed committee descriptions 

along with commitment requirements and a link 

to your personal profile page where you can des-

ignate which area(s) of interest you would like to 

serve as volunteer. The link to the Volunteer 

page can be found on the main page of the 

Members Only section or can be accessed di-

rectly at www.lna.org/volunteer. 

I encourage all members to give serious consid-

eration to joining us as a volunteer. Whether it’s 

teaching an online course, serving as a modera-

tor for Notary2Notary, recruiting members to ap-

pear in Legislative committee hearings, or simply 

helping with event planning – we can use your 

skills and experience.  

Darryl P. LeJeune 

2019 President 

 

Darryl is a Louisiana native and resident of Baton Rouge 

who received his statewide commission as Notary Public in 

August of 2007. He is a graduate of Louisiana State Uni-

versity, earning a bachelor's degree in Information Systems 

and Decision Sciences in 2001. Darryl has worked in a 

variety of industries, including banking, real estate/title, 

legal and construction. 

Darryl is currently employed by Turner Industries, LLC as 

an Information Systems Analyst and also works as an inde-

pendent mobile signing agent. 

Darryl joined the Louisiana Notary Association in 2009 and 

has been a board member since 2011. Darryl currently 

serves as President of the LNA. He also is a member of 

the Baton Rouge Social Media Association, the Desk and 

Derrick Club of Baton Rouge and serves as Secretary/

Treasurer of the Hoo Shoo Too Lakes Property Owners 

Association. 

GET INVOLVED 
Would you like to volunteer your skills to help the LNA grow? 

Go to the Members Only section of your profile on LNA.org 

and complete the member involvement form. 

We’ll be glad you did! 
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As football season heats up, so 

does the 2019 campaign season.  

You can count on seeing a lot of 

campaign commercials in the com-

ing weeks.  Most of the money for 

tv is held by the gubernatorial can-

didates as incumbent Governor 

John Bel Edwards will take on two 

significant Republican challengers, 

Congressman Ralph Abraham and 

businessman Eddie Rispone.   

All of the statewide elected officials 

and legislators are up for reelec-

tion.  Secretary Kyle Ardoin does 

face a few challengers.  None 

seem to be serious opponents but 

Secretary Ardoin will be campaign-

ing this Fall.  Where there are rac-

es in your district, any chance no-

taries get to highlight the im-

portance of their work to candi-

dates is valuable.   

Beyond educating candidates 

about the work of notaries general-

ly, there are some specific issues 

the notary community face in the 

next term.   

REMOTE ONLINE NOTARIZA-

TION 

The past two legislative sessions 

have seen bills filed on this issue.  

While neither of the bills were final-

ly passed, the national trend to-

wards remote online notarization 

suggests this issue is likely to 

come back to the legislature.  The 

LNA has been working closely with 

other stakeholders, the Louisiana 

Law Institute and the Secretary of 

State’s office to investigate this is-

sue and understand the implica-

tions for remote online notarization 

on civil law notaries.   

SECOND CLASS NOTARIES 

A legislative study resolution filed 

by Rep. Ray Garofalo in 2017 

asked the Louisiana Law Institute 

to examine the creation of a sec-

ond-class notary capable of wit-

nessing signatures and not re-

quired to take a notary exam.  The 

Law Institute continues to look at 

the issue and the LNA has contin-

ued its opposition to the idea.   

CONTINUING EDUCATION 

A topic of interest for a number of 

years has been adding a continu-

ing education requirement to the 

notary commission.  A group look-

ing at the issue several years ago 

was ultimately disbanded as it 

wrestled with questions about how 

many hours to require, the format 

for offering the education, the cost 

to be borne by notaries and the 

Secretary of State administrative 

burden.  Conversations continue 

about this issue and it is expected 

the LNA will be discussing this is-

sue at the Fall convention.   

Scott Kirkpatrick serves 

as the LNA’s lobbyist in 

Baton Rouge and pro-

vides lobbying and as-

sociation management 

services to clients 

throughout Louisiana. 

Amongst other clients, 

Scott represents 

Deloitte Consulting, 

WalMart, Gilsbar and 

serves as the Executive 

Director of the Coast 

Builders Coalition and 

the Capital Region In-

dustry for Sustainable 

Infrastructure Solutions. 

Mr. Kirkpatrick received 

his BA in Government 

and Religious Studies 

from the University of 

Virginia and his J.D. 

from Louisiana State 

University. He and his 

wife Heather have two 

daughters, Laura Jane 

and Virginia and one 

son, Kristopher. 
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